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• Crop production during a dry season like summers in the Willamette Valley 

in Oregon and Northern California (20+ inches annual rainfall)

• Utilizes the residual moisture in the soil from the rainy season instead of 

depending on irrigation. 

What is dry farming?
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ttps://climatetoolbox.org/tool/climate-normals 



Warm-summer Mediterranean Climate



Why dry farm?

• Water challenge

• Reduced Inputs

• Improved Produce Quality



• Case studies 

• Demonstrations

• Participatory Research

• Website

Action



EM9229
https://catalog.extension.oregonstate.edu/em9229



Key Points 
Dry Farming Vegetables

• Site that has deep soil with good water-holding 
characteristics

• Plants given adequate space  

• Soil fully saturated to a considerable depth going in to 
the growing season 

• Weeds - meticulously managed and eliminated

• Cultivation or protection of soil surface to prevent 
crusting and cracking

• Improve soil health over time with cover cropping, 
adding organic matter, and minimizing soil 
disturbance.

• Drought-tolerant, early-maturing, or dry-farmed 
vegetable varieties

Illustration by Moria Peters



• Tomatoes

• Potatoes

• Melon

• Winter squash

• Zucchini

• Dry Beans

• Corn

• Orchard crops

• Grapes

Crop Selection



We are a group of growers, extension educators, plant breeders, 

and agricultural professionals partnering to increase knowledge 

and awareness of dry farming management practices with a 

hands-on participatory approach.

DFC FaceBook group (900+ Members)

Email list for trial hosts (225+ subscribers)

Dry Farming Collaborative  (DFC)
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Dry Farming Collaborative
Beyond Oregon



DFC Participatory Research
50+ DFC trial hosts to date

• Variety Trials (ongoing since 2015)

• Site Suitability Study (2017-2019)

• Fungal Inoculant Study (2017-2019)          

• In-Depth Interviews with DFC members (2018)

• Soil Management Study (2020)

• Corn Breeding Project (2020)

• Dry-Farmed vegetables & solar co-location (2019-2021)

• Dry-Farmed Tomato Project (2020-2023)

• Independent experiments encouraged! 

Share results with DFC 
Social Media, Field Days, Winter Meeting & Conferences



Get involved with the 

Dry Farming Collaborative (DFC )

• DFC Field Days (summer)

• Join DFC Facebook group

• Attend DFC Winter Meeting  

• Consider experimenting and attending events!





http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/dry-farming

OSU Dry Farming Project website





Questions?
amy.garrett@oregonstate.edu

For more info visit:  

http://smallfarms.oregonstate.edu/dry-farming 

Join the Dry Farming Collaborative group on Facebook

Co-creating the future of how we manage water on our farms

mailto:amy.garrett@oregonstate.edu

